. -t . . Pl B
13 . .

\

: 4 : VIRGINIAN-PILLOYT, WEDNESDAY. APRI! 26, 1899,—TWELVE PAGES. ‘

1% ence, at best, could only justly clalm
VIR - to be an independent candldate.
. e —

: —BY THE—
INIAN AND PILUT PUBLISHING
wina AP ANY. y

';lﬂﬂfﬂll VIRGINIAN  AND  DAILY PILOT.

1 (Consolidated March, 1504.)

. tered at the Postaffice et Norfolk,
NE?;- second-class matler.

5 FILOT BUILDING,
IMDFEII?!’? HALL AVENUIS,
& NORFOLK, VA.

OFFIOEURS: L
L Grandy, Prestdent; . 8. A1k~
m‘:.;n,ﬂirre::un‘-r; ames 13, Allen, Sec-
Fetary,
BOARD OF DIRECkTOJRS:T ==
p srandy, Le I Starke, Jr., T, .
A W Shtlude W, S, Wilkinson,
ames ., Allen, D. I, Donovan,

THREE CENTS PER CO1"Y,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

The VIRGINEAN-PILOT 1a deilverzd to
pubscribers by carriers In  Nosfolk and
iclnlty, Pertsmouth, Berkley, SufTolk,
[West "Norfolk, Neowport News, for 10
centa per weck, paynble to the cm'r'l'cr.
By mall, to any placs In tho United
Eiates, postage frec:

DAILY, one yenr = = =  B3.00

- sy mouihs = - - 300

It 1a well known (and we are glad
to ses that Senator Daniel ngrees with
usz) that THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT pro-
poses and urges, o= the hest modus vi-
vendl, untll the Pederal Constitution
be amended as desired, that every Dem-
eratic primary electi or conventlon
that nominates a wllilate for the
General Assembly shall also, at  the
same time, Instruct or advise the nomi-
nee that, it clected, hiz constitieney de-
sires him o favor Mr, Blank for 7. S,
Senator. Whether an netual  nomina-
tlon of o U. 8. Senatar outside of the
Leglslaturs would not be a positive vio-
lntion of law, =o lang as the 15, 8. Con-
stitutlon remains as it 15, ma be in
doubt; bul It will be more prudent and
decent, at all oyvents, tn o no maore
than Instruct the respective candidates
in the matter on their nomination .

If a convention be called by party au-
thority to act

tlly nominate a Senator
whom the Constitution plainiy  says
shall be “chosen”™ by the Leglslature,
will be certainly very indisereet polley
toward the Consiitution and very dan-
gerous policy, if unnccessary, as  all
State conventions are dangerous at al
times, and are to be Justified only in

Arl—-The World's Greal Artists,

Theso courses will contlnune nntil June 26ih.
I, will bo hold at thelr close naa Lnsly fur the grapting of Certificnies.
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Governments of the World of To-day,
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Literature—Popular

Studles In Literature. |

Examinntions condncted

GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD OF TO-DAY.

VI.—SWITZERLAND,

the pact reaction from the strongly

The cantons which malntain this BYS~
tem of legislation by mass-meeting nf-
ford the best jllustration in the world
of pure democracy applied to the Lov-
ernment of o state,  We have in this
country a similar democratic assombly
In the New Englund type of town mect-
ing, but in our ecase the scope of (e
demovraey s purely local, while fn the
four Swiss cantons all the guestions
urlsing In o soverelgn state are dealt
with by mass-meeling.

THE FEDERAL LEGISLATURE,

The existing federal government is
an enlarged copy of the cantonal Bov-
ernment In many respects, withough
certain feaNires-of the Unlled States
fuderal system were Introduced by the
makers of the constitution of 1548, Tha
logislatlve power of (he confederation
4 vested In an assemibly composed of
two houses. This furm of the legisla-
ture reveals foreign influence, for the
cantonal legislatures all conslst of one
heuse, In composition  these  houses

o eclose resemblance to the two

. of the American congr The

house which corresponds ty our senate
is called the council of states is
somposed of forty-four memb Lwa
from cach of Lthe cantons. ar-

rangement for representation of  the
tituent ecantons js manifostly sim-
Har to the representation of state
our senate, But instend of following
our procedent in preseribing o uniform
term and uniform method of choles Lthe
Swiss constitulion ieaves the determi-
natlon of Lthese malters to the cantons,
with the result that in some cases meme-
bers wre chosen by the cantonnl legis-

the optional form. The Geérman can-
tons use the referendum maost freely.

The federal government has had tha
optlonal refevendum slnee 1574, On de-
mand of 30,000 cltizens a federal lnw of
generil application must be submitted
for popular ratificatlon by majurity
‘ote, During: the first twengy-one years

the adoption of the referendum
em twenty laws passcd by the fed-
[ usgembly were  submitied upon
petition and of these six were ratifled
and fourteen rejected,

The Initiative s the logieal comple-
m of the refcrendum. The Swies
people were unwilling to be conflned to
the power of pussing upon mensures
which the legislature saw fit (o proposa
and so0 they adopted o plan whielh en-
ables n body of citlzons to frame o law
und bring it before the people by petl-
tiom. All but one of the cantons author-
Iz the initiative for constitutional
nmendment, nd nineteen out of the
thenty-two permit the proposal of ors
dlnaey Inws by populare petitlon, In the
tonfeleration the populir inltlatlve ex-
Lends only to (he praposal of constitu-
tional amemdments, whicly must be sub-
mnitled to the peosle when 50,000 vo-
ters petition for this wetion. The inltla-
Hve hing been Little used in either can-
tonal or federal sovernmont,

The operation of the referendum has
Leen wiatched with Intense interest by
students of politien] sclonce.  Opinlons
of dompetent olbservers with referenee
to ftz  ugolTulness differ widely., Tha
conditions Cur It HUurcess are most fov-
orable in Switzerland, A populiction of

tve equntity of wealth nna of high
age  dntallect,  with Immemorial
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